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EDITOR’S LETTER

T he editorial staff of MEA 
Business are committed 
to reporting the postive 
business developments 

in the Middle East and Africa, 
as well as highlighting the busi-
ness opportunities that already 
exist in the two regions. We also 
want to provide a platform for 
business leaders to share ide-
as, engage in constructive de-
bates and form strategic part-
nerships. Our ultimate aim is 
to equip business leaders and 
professionals with the practi-
cal and tactical skills to thrive 
in the Middle East and Africa. 
With an emphasis on positive 
news stories, case studies and 
inspirational interviews, MEA 
business will inspire readers 
towards personal develop-
ment and overall business suc-
cess.   The magazine is 
arranged to provide clear and 
concise informative sections 
including news sections on the 
Middle East and Africa, CEO in-

terviews and market updates. 
We also include an essential 
event directory, which high-
lights the must-attend exhibi-
tions, conferences and events 
in the region. Finally, in each 
issue of the magazine we in-
clude several focused reports 
and brand views.    
Our reports provide the all-im-
portant tools, to enable you to 
maintain a critical edge in the 
area highlighted. Our reports 
cover a range of sectors and in-
dustries, including energy, oil, 
gas and agriculture, to name 
but a few. The magazine and 
news service we offer are avail-
able on a variety of platforms, 
these include our printed mag-
azine, an e-magazine, a website 
and social media. Furthermore, 
we include augmented reality 
elements in some of our fea-
tures to provide our readers 
with unparalleled coverage on 
the latest developments.

Editor’s
Letter
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Travel
Emirates implements plans to minimize disruption during the Dubai 
Airport Southern Runway closer
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The Emirates Southern 
Runway closed at Du-
bai International Air-
port on April 16 2019 

and will reopen at the end of 
May 2019. The aim of the clo-
sure is to increase the long-
term capacity of Dubai Inter-
national Airport and maintain 
a high level of service. These 
improvements will also en-
sure the runway is ready for 
the Expo 2020 Dubai which 
will see a significant influx of 
visitors.

Customers who plan to travel 
during the closure period are 
encouraged to arrive at the 
airport at least three hours 
before their flight departs, so 
that they have enough time 
to check in, pass through 
immigration and get to their 
gates. Passengers can still 
check-in as normal up to 24 
hours ahead of their plane 
leaving the airport. They can 
also check-in online from 48 
hours to 90 minutes ahead of 
their departure.

Meticulous planning went on 
behind the scenes for over a 
year prior to the closure, to 
ensure minimal delays and 
customer inconvenience. 
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Energy

Energy
Oil prices post best quarterly performance in 10 years 
(NBK Research)

According to research 
published by Nation-
al Bank of Kuwait 
(NBK) oil prices for 

the first quarter of 2019 have 
posted their best quarter-
ly performance since 2009. 
Buoyed by signs of a tighten-
ing market, with Saudi Ara-
bia taking the lead in curbing 
production, and a decline in 
production from the US, Rus-
sia, Canada, Libya and Iran, 
among others, oil prices are 
expected to firm up during 
the second and third quarter 
of the year. 

A tightening market

The research states that im-

proving oil prices have been 
driven by a tightening market, 
with production cuts across a 
number of global producers. 
OPEC’s efforts to set pro-
duction limits, in addition to 
commitments to the Vienna 
Agreement, have resulted in 
significant reductions in out-
put by leading oil producers. 
OPEC-11 compliance reached 
106% in February, with aggre-
gate production falling by 812 
kb/d. Non-OPEC compliance 
improved to 52% in February, 
from 25% in January of this 
year. 

NBK Group Chief Economist, 
Dr. Saade Chami, comment-
ed:

“We expect oil prices to firm 
up over the second and third 
quarter of this year, as es-
timated global oil demand 
remains unchanged and the 
demand/supply balance flips 
into deficit for the second and 
third quarter of the year. The 
possible non-renewal of the 
180-day US sanctions waiv-
ers on Iran expiring in early 
May will have a significant 
impact on oil markets, with a 
potential reduction in supply 
of several thousand barrels. 
However, experience taught 
us that oil prices are subject 
to large swings as we have 
witnessed recently.”
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Finablr, a payments and 
foreign exchange com-
pany based in United 
Arab Emirates has em-

ployed the services of global 
firms JP Morgan and Barclays 
to coordinate her planned 
listing on the London Stock 
Exchange in the first half of 
2019.
Finablr, a holding company 
for some of the big business-
es in UAE including Xpress 
Money, Travelex Holdings 
and UAE Exchange, is making 
plans to offer a minimum of 
25 percent of its share capital 
to the public, with a view to 
using the proceeds for acqui-
sitions and expansions.

In a recent interview, the 
company’s CEO Promoth 
Manghat reported that the 
IPO will be worth $200m and 
should be finalized by Mid-
May 2019.

Etihad Airways, the national 
airline of the UAE, and Ele-
nium, a leading provider of 
automation technology solu-
tions, recently demonstrat-
ed a newly developed voice 
activated self-service kiosk, 
bag drop and boarding gate 
facility. The demonstration 
took place at Passenger Ter-
minal EXPO (PTE) in London, 
in March. The innovative 
system uses cloud technolo-
gy, artificial intelligence (AI), 
computer vision and natural 
human interfacing. The tech-
nology is set to revolutionise 
the travel industry by taking 

facial recognition technology 
to new heights.
Jorg Oppermann, VP HUB 
and Midfield Operations, Eti-
had Airways said: “With biom-
etric installations increasing 
across airports globally, Eti-
had is recognising the grow-
ing demand to streamline 
not just the passenger veri-
fication process but to also 
decrease passenger queues 
and to increase operational 
efficiency.”

Finance & Technology

Finance
Finablr employs financial giants to facilitate listing on the London 
Stock Exchange

Technology
Eithad Airways, 
Eleniumuse ground 
breaking technology 
to revolutionise the 
travel experience
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Hospitality

Hospitality
Top hotel chain to open 100 hotels across Middle East and North 
Africa

Hilton Worldwide is set 
to open almost 100 
hotels in the region 
in the next five years, 

mainly in markets such as the 
UAE, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, 
Bahrain, Morocco and Egypt, 
equating to a USD$9 billion 
investment by the company’s 
development partners. 
Speaking ahead of the Arabi-
an Hotel Investment Confer-
ence (AHIC), Patrick Fitzgib-
bon, Senior Vice President 
Development EMEA, Hilton, 
said: “As Hilton enters its 
100th year, we have almost 
30,000 rooms in our MENA 
pipeline and have recently 
announced deals that will 
see us introduce our life-
style brand Canopy by Hilton 
to KSA, as well as Embassy 
Suites by Hilton to the region. 
The addition of 100 hotels will 
create genuine value for the 
economy with some 25,000 

new jobs across these hotels 
as they open in the coming 
years.”  
Hilton’s pipeline includes its 
recently announced four-ho-
tel deal with Shomoul for 
Avenues -Riyadh which will 
include a Waldorf Astoria, 
Conrad and Hilton Garden 

Inn, a well as debuting its life-
style Canopy by Hilton brand. 
This development alone will 
add 1,400 rooms to Saudi 
Arabia where Hilton has its 
largest development pipeline 
in the MENA region.
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Uber, the global trans-
port company re-
cently launched its 
motor cycle ser-

vice in Nairobi, Kenya – just 
months after launching the 
service in Kampala, Uganda. 
Called the uberBODA, it aims 
to provide residents of Nairo-
bi a quick commute from one 
place to another on a Boda 
Boda motorcycle by using the 
Uber app. 
UberBODA’s competitors in-
clude GetBoda, SafeBoda, 
BusyBoda and TaxifyBoda, 
which was established in 
March last year. 
The service is vetted by the 
National Transport and Safe-
ty Authority (NTSA) which 
requires drivers to fulfil safe-
ty requirements and attend 

road safety training. Ubers 
says its driver-partners also 
go through a strict screening 
process and must poses all 
the necessary permits in or-
der to operate on the Uber 
app. Drivers are also given re-
flective jackets and helmet to 
ensure passenger and driver 
safety.

Transport
South Africa partners 
with South Sudan’s 
oil industry 
South Africa is to invest $1 
billion in the oil sector of 
South Sudan, which has Afri-
ca’s third largest oil reserves 
at 3.5 billion barrels.
The pending investment – the 

largest in the short history of 

South Sudan - was announced
after a deal was struck a few 
months ago by South Africa 
Energy Fund (South Africa) 
and Nilepet (South Sudan). 
The signing of the memoran-
dum of understanding was 
conducted by South Africa’s 
energy minister, Jeff Radebe. 
Many analysts agree that 
the project will benefit both 
countries, however some 
have remained skeptical re-
garding project finances and 
completion. However, if the 
deal goes ahead, South Africa 
will join China, India, Malaysia 

Africa News

Transport
Uber rolls out its affordable new transport 
service in Kenya’s capital city

TRANSPORT AND ECONOMY
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AFRICA  NEWS

and a number of other na-
tions with interests in South

Sudan’s oil industry. 

Economy
West Africa will 
continue to enjoy 
steady growth 
through 2020 
According to the African De-
velopment Bank (AfDB), nine 
out of 15 West Africa coun-
tries saw growth of at least 
5 per cent in 2017 and 2018, 

with five of them growing at 
that rate since 2014–16. The 
steady growth is set to con-
tinue on to 2020 and is in line 
with the rest of the continent, 
which is also enjoying steady 
growth.

This is especially true of coun-
tries such as Ghana, where 
you can find good govern-
ance and policies that make 
it easy for investors to enjoy 
a business-friendly environ-
ment. 
                              

THE WEST 
AFRICA REGION 
ANTICIPATES 
INCREASED 
PRODUCTIVITY 
AS WELL AS 
ECONOMIC 
GROWTH AND 
THANKS TO ITS 
ABUNDANCE 
OF NATURAL 
RESOURCES, 
INVESTORS HAVE 
BEEN ABLE TO 
MAKE DIVERSE 
INVESTMENTS 
IN DIFFERENT 
FIELDS WITH 
RELATIVE EASE
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The UAE is forecast 
to achieve an av-
erage real GDP 
growth rate of 3.8% 

between 2019 and 2023, 
supported by an increase 
in investment flows and 
private consumption, ac-
cording to new analysis 
from Dubai Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry.

KEY DRIVERS OF UAE 
ECONOMIC GROWTH 
The findings of the anal-
ysis, based on the Dubai 
Chamber UAE Macroe-
conomic Model, were re-
vealed during a business 
seminar recently hosted 
by Dubai Chamber which 
examined growth projec-
tions for the UAE and glob-
al economies, Dubai’s top 
export markets, and the 
most attractive export op-
portunities for Dubai trad-
ers.

The analysis identified oth-
er key factors that are ex-
pected to drive economic 
activity in the UAE, includ-
ing expansionary fiscal 
policy and a growing num-
ber of infrastructure and 
construction investments 
in the run up to Expo 2020.
A recovery in private con-

sumption and sales of 
highly cyclical consumer 
products is expected, ex-
tending to products such 
as vehicles, furniture, 
household appliances, 
and medical equipment. 
Meanwhile, robust growth 
in investment is projected 
on the back of government 
fiscal stimulus.

Real GDP for the UAE’s 
non-oil sector is projected 
to grow by an average of 
4.1% between 2019-2023, 
compared to the 2.8% ac-
counted for in the 2014-
2018 period. Momentum 
behind the UAE’s GDP 
growth over the next 5 
years will likely be led by 
the country’s transport 
and communication sec-
tor which is set to record 
GDP growth of 7.9%, fol-
lowed by construction 
(4.2%), and real estate and 
business services (3.8%). 
In addition, recent meas-
ures to reduce cost of do-
ing business in the UAE are 
expected to support ac-
tivity within the country’s 
SME and private sectors in 
the near future.

THE OUTLOOK FOR GLOB-
AL ECONOMY 

The outlook for the global 
economy over the 2019-
2023 period appears 
more modest, with real 
GDP growth projected to 
reach an average of 3.6%, 
according to recent pro-
jections from the IMF. 
Tightening fiscal policy, 
higher borrowing costs, 
and US-China trade ten-
sions, are among the main 
factors expected to impact 
economic growth in the 
medium term. On the oth-
er hand, emerging mar-
kets are expected to see 
average real GDP growth 
of 4.8% between 2019 and 
2023, outperforming ad-
vanced economies and the 
global average. 

Emerging markets in Asia, 
Sub-Sahara Africa, and 
the Commonwealth of In-
dependent States (exclud-
ing Russia) are expected 
to outperform the rest of 
the world over the next 
five years, with real GDP 
growth projections of 
6.1%, 4.1%, and 4.1%, re-
spectively. 

Analysis
UAE economy forecast to grow 
by 3.8% between 2019 and 2023: 
analysis



MIDDLE EAST NEWSMAY 2019

MIDDLE EAST & AFRICAN BUSINESS     14

THE AVIATION ANNUAL GALA EVENING
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The Aviation Annual Gala 
Evening 
The 4th Annual Aviation Gala and Awards Evening 2019 will take place on 
November 18 2019,  from  7pm – 11pm. The Gala Evening is an invitation-
only gathering targeting senior aviation and business leaders.

The purpose of the gala 
evening is to provide 
a unique environment 
for aviation leaders 

to network, entertain guests 
and celebrate aviation excel-
lence in the region.
The Venue:
The venue chosen for the 
event is a 220ft deluxe mega 
yacht, with lavishly designed, 
custom-built interiors and 
first-class amenities.  The 
vessel can accommodate up 
to 1000 guests. She is a ful-
ly equipped state-of-the-art 
vessel with luxurious features 

including a luxury cinema 
with 400 sq. ft screen, 3 enter-
tainment decks, 6 VIP rooms 
and a 42,000 litre swimming 
pool, with a waterfall feature. 
This is the perfect venue to 
mesmerize guests and build 
strong client relationships.
We spoke to Ross James (Gala 
Evening Event Director) who 
told us why a luxury mega 
yacht was chosen for the 
event’s venue. 
 “As an event that tar-
gets senior aviaiton lead-
ers, we needed a venue that 
would differentiate our brand 

and attract high level VIP 
guests. We believe that a by 
choosing a super yacht ven-
ue, our event would be more 
impressive and ultimately 
more memorable than land-
based venue. Also, the super 
yacht venue has all the perks 
of a land-based venue, with 
the incredible added benefits 
of varying locations and unri-
valled luxury.”
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Highlights from previous Aviation 

Annual Gala Evening Events 
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AVIATION ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS 

The Aviation Achieve-
ment Awards will 
take place during 
the Aviation Annual 

Gala Evening on November 
18 2019. The Venue will be a 
220ft mega yacht, docked in 
front of Pier 7, Dubai Marina. 

The Aviation Achievement 
Awards will recognize some 
of the region’s most out-
standing aviation individu-
als and organizations. The 
awards will focus on excep-
tional achievements and key 
aviation millstones.
 

The Aviation Achievement 
Awards. which was set up in 
2013, involves an application 
process which is judged by 
a committee. The winning 
entries are chosen based 
on unique and exceptional 
achievement that contribut-
ed to the growth, efficiency, 
safety and advancement of 
the region’s aviation sector. 

The Gala Evening and Awards 
should have a wide variety of 
leaders from the Middle East 
and around the world who 
will be in town during the Du-
bai Air Show.

Aviation Achievement 
Awards 

The Aviation Achievement Awards will recognize some of the region’s 
most outstanding aviation individuals and organizations. The awards 
will focus on exceptional achievements and key aviation millstones.

THE AWARDS 
WILL FOCUS ON 
EXCEPTIONAL 
ACHIEVEMENTS 
AND KEY AVIATION 
MILESTONES

Nomination
Please send your entries 
to info@cme-media.
com (Nominations will be 
accepted between 1st May - 
1st November 2019)
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Highlights from previous Aviation 

Achievement Awards Events
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AIRPORT SHOW  -   SAUDI EXHIBITION

The 19th Airport Show will take 

place from April 29 – May 1, at 

the Dubai International Con-

vention and Exhibition Centre 

(DICEC). The event will see the partici-

pation of Saudi Arabia’s prominent avi-

ation industry players as the ongoing 

efforts to develop airport facilities and 

infrastructure picks up the pace, ahead 

of plans to privatize the Kingdom’s 27 

existing airports. 

Leading the companies participating 

in terms of biggest stand size will be 

Dammam Airports Company (DACO) 

which operates and manages King 

Fahd Airport and its facilities, followed 

by the General Authority of Civil Avia-

tion (GACA), the aviation regulator of 

the biggest Arab Gulf state. The other 

exhibiting companies are: Alnahdi Avi-

ation Technologies Company, Ground 

Handling Logistics, Riyadh Airports 

Company and Saudi Ground Services 

Company (SGS).  In all, they are taking 

up almost 600 square metres of exhibi

tion space at the world’s largest annual 

airport industry B2B event, in order 

to showcase the exciting future growth 

plans for the Kingdom’s aviation sector.

Daniyal Qureshi, Group Exhibition Di-

rector at Reed Exhibitions, organizers of 

the Airport Show, remarked: “Aviation 

has remained an important catalyst for

growth in the Saudi economy through 

the establishment of new airports and 

the expansion of existing facilities. Ef-

forts are on to transform the Kingdom 

into a global aviation hub connecting 

Asia, Europe and Africa, thus playing an 

essential role towards the fulfilment of 

the Kingdom’s ambitious Vision 2030. 

We are pleased to once again welcome 

key Saudi aviation entities at Airport 

Show to meet with over 300 of the 

world’s leading airport suppliers and 

forging powerful partnerships that will 

help deliver Saudi Arabia’s aviation de-

velopment programmes.”

After the UAE, Saudi Arabia is the sec-

ond biggest aviation market in the 

Middle East. New and emerging tech-

nologies are the focus of attention for 

Saudi aviation companies as authorities 

began focusing on the privatization of 

23 domestic and four international air-

ports which collectively handled about 

100 million passengers and 771,000 

flights in 2018. The GACA is leading the 

long term development and modern-

ization of Saudi Arabia’s airport facili-

ties and infrastructure, which will help 

achieve the Kingdom’s Vision 2030 so-

cio-economic reforms initiative. 

The GACA is working on two interna-

tional terminals at King Khalid Inter-

national, at an investment of US$589 

million. Last year, King Khalid Interna-

tional Airport in Riyadh recorded the 

second highest footfall in the country 

with 27.9 million passengers. The King-

dom also has plans to develop new air-

ports by 2020 in Al-Qunfudah, Farasan 

Island and Taif, Riyadh North (serving 

the provinces of Al Ghat, Al Majmaah 

and Zulfi) and Riyadh South (serving the 

provinces of Al Aflaj, Al Hariq, Al Kharj 

and Howtat Bani Tamim). 

Airport Show remains key B2B 
platform for Saudi exhibitors 
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Dubai, April 15, 2019: 
emaratech, a tech-
nology and man-
agement consulting 

company which is part of the 
Investment Corporation Du-
bai (ICD), is capitalizing on 
its strong participation in the 
2019 edition of Airport Show, 
to showcase its collection 
of cutting-edge technology 
products, with the key high-
light being the Smart Corri-
dor, a first of its kind in the 
world product that is help-
ing authorities in effective 
border control and ensuring 
seamless passenger experi-
ence at airports.

As the pressure to effectively 
handle 450 million passen-
gers by 2020 increases, air-
ports in the Arabian Gulf are 
deploying Smart airport solu-
tions for driving efficiency, 
increasing security and im-
proving the passenger expe-
rience.  emaratech, the Arab 
world’s undisputed leader in 
Border Control and Seam-
less Passenger Experience 
solutions, is going all out to 
tap the global smart airport 
market expected to be worth 
US$14.87 billion by 2021.

In its 19th edition, the Airport 
Show will be held at the Du-
bai International Convention 
and Exhibition Centre (DICEC) 
from April 29 – May 1.  The 
Airport Show is being organ-
ized under the patronage of 
His Highness Sheikh Ahmed 
bin Saeed Al Maktoum, Pres-
ident of Dubai Civil Aviation 
Authority, Chairman of Dubai 
Airports and Chairman and 

emaratech to showcase its 
cutting-edge technology at 
the 2019 Airport Show 

Dubai-based company is Arab leader in Border Control

Smart Corridor to be a key attraction at B2B show

Eyen and Smart Trolley also to be on display

Gulf airports to handle 450 million passengers by 2020

Thani Al Zaffin: Technology crucial in seamless airport 

experience

AIRPORT SHOW  -   SAUDI EXHIBITION
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AIRPORT SHOW  -   SAUDI EXHIBITION

Chief Executive of Emirates 
Airline and Group.

emaratech will use its 
long-standing participation in 
Airport Show to reach out to 
the world. 

Thani Alzaffin, Director Gen-
eral and Board Member of 
emaratech, said: “We have 
been playing a crucial role 
in making the airport expe-
rience smart and seamless. 
We focus first on people and 
then on processes. We want 
the UAE to play a leading role 
in shaping a better and smart 
future and enrich travel ex-
periences, leading to the ful-
filment of the paperless gov-
ernment objective by Smart 
Dubai Government.”

In addition to displaying Eyen, 
Smart Corridor, and Next 
Generation Border (NGE) 
solution, emaratech will also 
be showcasing the Smart 
Trolley which allows passen-
gers to power their person-
al devices and acts as a re-
al-time Way Finding device 
in the airport via an interac-
tive 3D-map. For flight and 
gate information, the device 
updates the information on 
a real-time basis for passen-
gers at the airports. 

The biggest Seamless Pas-
senger Experience product 
is Smart Corridor which en-
ables passenger to enter the 
corridor in a sequence and 
their Iris will be captured on 
the fly without the need to 
present any travel document 
or stand in queue for Iris cap-

ture. 
Smart Corridor is currently 
under operational experi-
ment at T3 Departure. Be-
cause of Artificial Intelligence 
(AI) capabilities and Iris rec-
ognition biometrics, officials 
are allowed recognition while 
the passengers are moving, 
wearing sunglasses or con-
tact lens, and even running – 
accurately and quickly. 

“We have been playing a crucial 
role in making the airport expe-
rience smart and seamless.”
Thani Alzaffin, Director Gen-
eral and Board Member of 
emaratech

With a record capture speed 
of less than two seconds, 
‘eyen’ is the most convenient 
and secure verification tech-
nology in the region.  The 
‘eyen’ iris recognition system 
performs simultaneous doc-
ument and iris scans to ver-
ify a traveler’s identity. The 
‘eyen’ technology enhance 

passengers’ experience with 
minimal amount of changes 
in habit norms.

emaratech has been at the 
forefront of developing and 
maintaining web-based solu-
tions for government opera-
tions, automating a host of 
administrative processes, in-
cluding the issuance of visas, 
residence permits, national IDs 
and medical fitness as well as 
many other services in the UAE. 

The company’s smart Gates 
are operational at interna-
tional airports in the UAE, Jor-
dan and Sultanate of Oman. 
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Bots, A.I, wearables and VR to create 
billion-dollar savings in the tourism 
industry says latest ATM report

The global airline industry is expected to make savings of up to US$30 billion in the next 15 

years due to Internet of Things (IoT) implementation  

42 million domestic service robotics estimated to be sold between 2016 and 2019

Cutting-edge technology and innovation show theme for ATM 2019
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AR-VR LATEST ATM REPORTS

The impact of disrup-
tive technologies on 
the tourism industry is 
set to create multi-bil-

lion dollar savings through 
the use of IoT, robotics, arti-
ficial intelligence (A.I), Virtu-
al Reality (VR) and wearable 
technology according to data 
published ahead of Arabian 
Travel Market (ATM) 2019, 
which takes place at Dubai 
World Trade Centre from 
April 28 – May 1 2019.
The latest research from Col-
liers International, in part-
nership with ATM 2019, re-
veals that in addition to vast 

cost savings, the customer 
experience is set to be more 
streamlined with travel set 
to become better, smoother 
and more personalized with 
travel bookings on VR plat-
forms, AI chatbots, guiding 
customers through the book-
ing process and IOT providing 
internet based inter-connec-
tivity between everyday de-
vices. 
Danielle Curtis, Exhibition 
Director ME, Arabian Travel 
Market, said: “Technology, 
and the use of technology, is 
evolving every day. The tour-
ism industry is at the very 

forefront of tech innovation 
with companies investing 
huge sums of money to im-
prove the customer journey 
and experience.
“Airports and airlines ac-
counted for US$30 billion of 
investment in IT in 2018, how-
ever this will be offset by the 
implementation of technol-
ogy that will see fuel savings 
alone top US$30 billion in the 
next 15 years.
“We’ve seen incredible de-
velopments in recent years, 
SITA, the multinational tech 
company to the air transport 
industry for example, is us-
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ing robots to check travelers 
onto flights and to transport 
their luggage, while, although 
in the infancy stage, robots 
have been used in some ho-
tels to welcome guests and 
show them to their room.”  
ATM 2019 has adopted cut-
ting-edge technology and in-
novation as its main theme 
and this will be integrated 
across all show verticals and 
activities, including focused 
seminar sessions. 
Running throughout the 
event, professionals from 
across the industry spectrum 
will discuss the ongoing un-
precedented digital disrup-
tion, and the emergence of 
innovative technologies that 
will fundamentally alter the 
way in which the hospitality 
industry operates in the re-
gion.

Discussing the defining evo-
lutions of hospitality tech-
nology, the Travel Tech Show 
will return to ATM 2019 with 
45 dedicated international 
exhibitors and an influential 
agenda of discussion and de-
bate in the Travel Tech Thea-
tre – sponsored by Sabre Cor-
poration. 
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Launching this year will be 
the inaugural Arabian Trav-
el Week, an umbrella brand 
which comprises four co-lo-
cated shows: ATM 2019; CON-
NECT Middle East, India and 
Africa – a new route devel-
opment forum, ILTM Arabia 
and new consumer-led event 
– ATM Holiday Shopper.

Curtis said: 
 “The success of both 
ATM and ILTM Arabia has pro-
vided us with the platform to 
not only introduce two new 
events for 2019 – but to create a 
travel week which encompass-
es the Middle East’s inbound 
and outbound markets for gen-
eral leisure tourism and luxury 
travel as well as providing a 
dedicated networking forum, 
CONNECT  Middle East India & 
Africa 2019 for the region’s top 
airline specialists, aviation au-
thorities, tourism boards, air-
ports and tour operators.”

Another debutant this year is 
the Arabia China Tourism Fo-
rum at ATM which takes place 
on the Global Stage on Sun-
day April 28. With China set 
to account for a quarter of in-
ternational tourism by 2030, 
an expert panel will discuss 
how destinations around the 
world can capitalize on this 
growth. The forum will also 
include a 30-minute network-
ing session with over 80 Chi-
nese buyers. 
Other Global Stage highlights 
will include a focused seminar 
on Saudi Arabia’s tourism po-
tential, the Global Halal Tour-
ism Summit and the debut 
ATM Hotel Industry Summit 

which will host various expert 
panels to debate and provide 
an insight on the latest hotel 
developments and innovative 
digital infrastructure shaping 
the future of the hospitality 
sector.

Following a successful launch 
last year, the second edition 
of ATM Career in Travel will 
return on the final day of 
ATM. This programme allows 
graduates to listen to a range 
of guest speakers and travel 
industry leaders. It will also 
help provide a greater under-
standing of the industry and 
potential career paths. 
As well as the ultra-innova-
tive Travel Tech Show at ATM, 
other features returning to 
the show repertoire this year 
include the Digital Influencers 
and Buyers’ Speed Network-
ing Events which will feature 
20 Chinese buyers for the 
first time, the ATM Best Stand 
Awards and the Travel Agents 
Academy. 

ATM, considered by industry 

professionals as a barometer 
for the Middle East and North 
Africa tourism sector, wel-
comed over 39,000 people 
to its 2018 event, showcas-
ing the largest exhibition in 
the history of the show, with 
hotels comprising 20% of the 
floor area. 
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Airport Show AR Video 
highlights (DAY 1)

To view the event daily highlights, please download the CreativeAR App from Google play or

AppStore and point your device on the mobile phone image below. The daily event highlights will

be available to view at 3pm on each day of the event.

DOWNLOAD THE APP
Go to google play or App Store and download our free CreativeAR App.

POINT YOUR DEVICE AT THE IMAGES BELOW 
Open the app and point your device at the image below (make sure the full image is visible from your screen)

WATCH THE IMAGE COME TO LIFE

POWERED BY:

STEP 1

STEP 2

STEP 3
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Airport Show AR Video 
highlights (DAY 2)
To view the event daily highlights, please download the CreativeAR App from Google play or

AppStore and point your device on the mobile phone image below. The daily event highlights will

be available to view at 3pm on each day of the event.

DOWNLOAD THE APP
Go to google play or App Store and download our free CreativeAR App.

POINT YOUR DEVICE AT THE IMAGES BELOW 
Open the app and point your device at the image below (make sure the full image is visible from your screen)

WATCH THE IMAGE COME TO LIFE

POWERED BY:

STEP 1

STEP 2

STEP 3






